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stores on new stations, while the Jews are free to do so, and reserved compart-
ments in trains being packed with as many as twelve men. There must be
many other matters besides these of which you will be aware. There is, of
course, no need for me to write. I have only mentioned this in passing. All
that I mean is that the present opportunity will not come again and that,
therefore, every right should be secured.
It is well that we have received this letter. We believe that
what this one gentleman has put in writing is in the minds of
many. We have, however, to say with regret that such hopes will
lead to disappointment* Like everything else, satyagraha has its
limits. To understand how much may be achieved through it is
the first step to success in it. It needs to be understood, once and
for all, that the path of truth is not meant for ends not consistent
with truth. It is our belief that raising our demands will amount
to untruthfulness. Many things, moreover, which can be achieved
through satyagraha we shall surely fail to achieve if we are not
uncompromising enough in our regard for truth. For instance,
we should have the right to [own] land in the Transvaal. But
that was not one of our demands in this struggle. We cannot,
therefore, advance it at this stage. The strength that may be needed
to demand the right in future, we do not as yet see in the com-
munity. In the present satyagraha, the indentured Indians have
shaken the world. Inspired by their strength, India resounded
with protests. But we certainly cannot on that strength secure
land rights. For the right to vote, we need to have many things
in us without which, as we believe, the franchise would prove un-
availing, even if granted. We have no doubt in our minds that
it will be a long time before we have the vote. For that India
herself will have to wake up, independently of everything else. In i
the matter of the Gold Law, licences, etc, provision is made in
Section 5. Not that all our grievances in these matters will dis-
appear by virtue of this Section3 but an assurance from the Govern-
ment that the laws in regard to them will be reasonably admini-
stered will enable us to build further and obtain redress without
resorting to satyagraha. As regards hardships on railways, we need
to have some grit If there are already six men in a compartment,
the seventh must display courage. If he demands another com-
partmentj the conductor is bound to provide it. As long as we
are prepared to submit to kick, there will be men ever ready
to deliver them. If a man does not fight for himself in such matters
and is trampled over in consequence, nothing that we can do will
help him* Letters may be addressed and even assurances that such
things will not recur may be received. The conductors, however,

